This is a standard book on bacteriology. That it is an extremely popular one is obvious from the fact that it has gone through nine editions since 1908 and that each edition has had to be reprinted at least once.
"
General Bacteriology" is a misleading title as the book is essentially one on medical bacteriology; there are admittedly chapters on industrial bacteriology and the bacterial diseases of plants, but they are short chapters and wound not, one imagines be of much value to students of these branches of the science.
The author is an American and appears to depend almost entirely on the American medical press for his information; fortunately, America is by no means backward in this subject so that the book does not suffer to any series extent, but, nevertheless, it does suffer.
In the chapter on Bacillus lepra (sic) two pages are devoted to the subject of cultivation of the organism and another to animal experiment; the work of Clegg, Duval and others is described and there is actually an illustration of a pure culture of Bacillus leprcc, but in these three pages there is no note of scepticism and no reference to the fact that many well-known and very conscientious workers have completely failed to confirm the observations of these workers, and that in the opinion of many bacteriologists the bacillus of leprosy has never been grown on artificial medium, nor has the disease been transmitted to animals.
The author states that the chapter on parasitic protozoa has been entirely re-written. As the reviewer has not a copy of the last edition of this book he cannot confirm this statement, but the chapter has certainly not been brought up-to-date.
The book is published in America; the printing, paper and binding are, therefore, excellent and in the very best style of this well-known firm of publishers.
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